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TTuurrnniinngg  AArroouunndd  

DDoowwnnttoowwnn::  CCaappttuurree  tthhee  

VViissiioonn  
Source: The Brookings Institute 

 
In the December 2009 Issue of the 
Downtown Core Newsletter, Turning 
Around Downtown: Twelve Steps to 
Revitalization, by Christopher B. 

Leinberger, was introduced.  The 
premise, there are 12 steps to be 
considered to successfully rebuild 
and reinvigorate downtowns.  In this 
issue we provide an overview on 
Step One: Capture the Vision. 
 
According to Leinberger, revitalizing 
a depressed downtown requires 
intention.  Without the intention, there 
is little reason to begin the process in 
the first place.  There are some that 
may never see the point for 
revitalizing downtown and believe it 
will never come to fruition because of 
fiscal and bureaucratic barriers or 
previous failed attempts.  It may take 
time to overcome some of these 
sentiments, but it can be 
accomplished.  What needs to be 
determined is whether the intention 
for a long-term effort is present in the 

community.                      VISION P2 

TTrraannssppoorrttaattiioonn  MMoovveess  FFoorrwwaarrdd  iinn  DDoowwnnttoowwnn::  
NNeeww  TTrraannssiitt  CCeenntteerr  ttoo  SSeerrvvee  aass  HHuubb  ttoo  ssbbXX,,  MMeettrroolliinnkk  aanndd  mmoorree....  
The revitalization of Downtown San 
Bernardino is quickly turning from a vision 
into a reality - and it starts with transportation.  
A new sbX Bus Rapid Transit system, future 
Metrolink extension and proposed light rail 
will be anchored in Downtown by a new, 
multimodal transit center and surrounding 
transit village.  With the design process of the 
transit center now in full-swing, Omnitrans is 
hosting a Community Meeting on 
Tuesday, February 23 from 10 am to 8 pm 
at San Bernardino City Hall Council 
Chambers.  Multiple presentations will be 
held throughout the day and Omnitrans is 
looking for public input during this design 
process. 
 

San Bernardino:  Taking Cues from 
San Francisco, Baltimore, Atlanta and 
Denver 
 
History shows transit centers are a key 
component to a successful and vibrant 
downtown.  Baltimore, Atlanta and Denver 
have major downtown transit centers, and 
similar to San Bernardino, San Francisco is 
currently revitalizing their Transbay Terminal 
to enhance the surrounding neighborhood as 
well as improve regional transit service.  By 
2013, Downtown San Bernardino will be 
transformed with our new transit center. 
 
Omnitrans, with assistance from a team of 
planning, transportation and urban design 
professionals from Cooper Carry, is designing 
the planned development for the downtown 
transit center located just south of Rialto 
Avenue, between E and F Streets on a 12 
acre site.  The new center will seamlessly 
integrate local and regional transportation 

systems that include the sbX Bus Rapid 
Transit line, Omintrans buses, Metrolink, 
the proposed Redlands Light Rail, the 
potential relocation of the Greyhound 
Station, bicycles, and pedestrians.  It could 
also handle the potential of interregional 
transportation systems like the proposed 
California High Speed Rail and future 
expansion opportunities to the San 
Bernardino International Airport. 
 
ñThe first step to a successful transit center 
is to recognize the center itself is merely 
one part of a much larger system ï a 
system that includes transportation and the 
urban infrastructure of Downtown San 
Bernardino,ò said Richard Flierl, Principal 
Urban Designer, Cooper Carry.  ñAll of this 
plays to the overall Vision of Downtown as 
the new center and its surrounding areas 
will serve as the primary catalysts for 
future development of Downtown.ò 
 
ñThe new Downtown is being designed to 
meet current and future transportation 
needs as it serves as both the City and 
County hub,ò said Jeffrey Smith, Senior 
Urban Planner for the City of San 
Bernardino Economic Development 
Agency.  Flierl adds, ñthe San Bernardino 
Intermodal Transit Center will connect 
people and mixed use development to the 
greater region by integrating multiple 
modes of movement in an efficient, 
simplistic, convenient, beautiful, and 
comfortable manner.ò 
 
For more information, contact Brett Clavio, 
Project Manager, Omnitrans, at (909) 379-
7256, or visit the Omintrans web page at 
www.omnitrans.org. 
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Need more Information? 
 
Click the link for the Downtown Core 
Vision & Action Plan at www.sbrda.org.  
To share your thoughts and ideas, contact  
Jeffrey Smith, Project Manager, via  
e-mail at jsmith@sbrda.org 

  
 

Para información en español: 
 

sobre planes de revitalizar el centro de 
San Bernardino, por favor de contactar a 
Roberto Chevez por teléfono, 
909-886-8188, o por correo electrónico, 
rchevez@westboundcommunications.com 

Lindbergh City Center - Atlanta, Georgia:  Cooper Carry 

http://www.omnitrans.org/
http://www.sbrda.org/
mailto:jsmith@sbrda.org
mailto:rchevez@westboundcommunications.com


 
 

 

  
 

QQuueessttiioonnss  oorr  CCoommmmeennttss??  
 
The Downtown Core Vision & Action Plan 
Newsletter is prepared as part of the public 
outreach effort.  If you have any questions or 
comments, please contact the Project 
Manager: 
 
Jeffrey Smith, AICP 
Economic Development Agency 
TEL:  (909) 663-1044 
E-mail:  jsmith@sbrda.org 
 
For public relations & marketing inquiries, 
please contact: 
 
Carrie Gilbreth 
Westbound Communications 
TEL:  (909) 886-8188 
E-mail: 
cgilbreth@westboundcommunications.com 
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VViissiioonn  
From P1 
 
A crucial process to determine the 
intention is to bring together 
stakeholders - residents, business and 
property owners, community and 
government leaders and interested 
individuals to be a part of a ñvisioningò 
process to determine community 
support and identify the reasons for 
revitalizing downtown.  This process 
was utilized during the Downtown 
Core Vision & Action Plan charrettes 
and community meetings.   
 
During this process, technical findings 
and urban design concepts are 
prepared and then presented to 
stakeholders for input.  This process 
helps identify and more importantly 
documents what the community would 
like to see as part of the revitalization 
efforts ï thus building the long-term 
support essential to making the vision 
a reality. 
 
In the next issue, we will take a look at 
Step 2: Develop a Strategic Plan. 

  

TThhee  UUrrbbaann  TTrraannssiitt  CCeenntteerr  
Source: Reconnecting America & the Center for Transit Oriented Development ï TOD 202 
 
Every center area, whether existing or proposed, faces unique challenges and will require 
specially tailored strategies to create high-performing transit-oriented development projects.   
However, many different types of center areas share similar characteristics.  These 
similarities can help to understand key planning considerations and what to expect in terms 
of the character, role and function of the places that will be created.  Places are not defined 
solely by their density or the intensity of activity, but also by the types of uses, how streets 
are arranged, how transit is accommodated, and their roles within the region. 
 
The Urban Transit Center contains a mix of residential, employment and retail uses at 
slightly lower densities than regional transit centers.  They are commuter hubs for the larger 
region and are served by multiple transit options.  Below is one local example of an Urban 
Transit Center, the Del Mar Center in Pasadena. 

 

 
Del Mar Center - Pasadena, California:  Moule & Polyzoides 
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